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Water Issues, Cities, and the SDGs

• Rapid urban growth

• Increasing water demand

• Insufficient supply capacities

• More waste and wastewater



Water Issues, Cities, and the SDGs

• Pollution of waterbodies

• Urban flooding

• Water scarcity



Water Issues, Cities, and the SDGs

• Implications for the Sustainable Development Goals

• How do social, economic, and environmental conditions of a city influence
actions and opportunities related to the SDGs?

• What can and should be done to face these challenges while also making
progess towards achieving the SDGs?

• How can this be done?

• Who should act?



Four Case Studies

Amman, Jordan Cape Town, South Africa

Hull, England Miami-Dade-County, United States



Part 1: Allign Global Goals to Local Realities

1. What ar the main water issues in your city and which SDGs are, therefore, 
most relevant?

2. State actions/programmes/policies to achieve each of the selected SDGs 
at a city scale? Think from the perspective of the decision makers!

3. What individual actions can be taken towards achieving the SDGs at local
level? Think from the perspective of every individual, household, or
organisation!



Inspiration: Rocha River in Cochabamba, Bolivia
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Part 2: A Change of Context

1. Review and compare the water issues and related SDGs of your current with your
previous city. Would you add any experience learnt during part 1?

2. Review and compare the actions/programmes/policies with the ones in your
previous city and previously selected SDGs. Would you add any experience learnt
during part 1? Would you improve them?

3. Review and compare the individual actions with the ones in your previous city and
previously selected SDGs. Would you add any experience learnt during part 1? 
Would you improve them?
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Discussion

1. Hull, England and Miami-Dade-County, United States

2. Amman, Jordan and Cape Town, South Africa

3. Joint Discussion



Thank You!Thank You!


